Young Scholar’s Conference – Asian Studies in a
Globalized World
Over the ages, scholars in various fields have formulated concepts and theories of
which some made extraordinary contributions to the social, economic and
political arena through research and experiments. This academic exercise is also
known for affecting significant changes leading to the development of new
thoughts, institutions and values. If we compare the past of the 1960’s and
1970s to the present, there has indeed been an expansion of democratic space
with the installation of new polities attributed to the constitutions and principles
replacing history. Yet, many people are still wondering what kind and type of
governance in a Nation State is most meaningful given the changing context? The
Arab Spring has created a wave of enthusiasm, but at the same time a clouded
sky of uncertainty exists with a shadow of chaos and conflict.
The Communication/Information revolution since 2010 has created
opportunities for trans-border high-speed linkages, tourism, networking,
economic cooperation and greater integration. Despite this technological
advancement however, different societies and their segments are facing many
challenges. Some of them are old and chronic such as poverty, unemployment,
increasing inequality and the ever growing urban-rural divide. Even while
women, indigenous communities and minorities have gained some ground they
are still yet to achieve equal rights, dignity, security and opportunities for
prosperity.
We are in the midst of a post-Cold War era (with the absence of the Soviet Union
and its protégé in Eastern Europe) faced with a disturbing scenario reflected in
protracted civil wars, ethnic conflicts, and religious and cultural nationalism
which endangers intra-faith co-habitation. Even as migration and forced
migration increases, so too does xenophobia and racism. The arms trade is
continuing unabated, in the name of state security. Millions of people have no
access to clean water, basic health care and sanitation and rapid economic
globalization has created new problems for workers as well as the self-employed.
Greed, selfishness and materialism are eroding the values of caring and sharing
with religious and cultural values, respect for life and integrity of nature taking a
back seat and paving the way for power-savvy dominating mind-set, profit-atany cost mantra and injustice to rule.
It is true that conventional academic forums and conferences have been
examining the present crisis and proposing future directions. At the same time, a
growing number of young scholars are increasingly engaged in research work to
respond to some of these modern challenges. They deserve more space to
present their work and proposals for the future.

Conference Objectives
Since 2004, AMAN and ARF have been offering modest research fellowships to
young scholars in Asia. Over 30 publications have resulted from such research.
The International Institute of Peace Studies (formerly known as the School of
Peace Studies) has been offering short courses and facilitating exchange
programs for young scholars and activists for the last 10 years in cooperation
with a number of Universities and Institutes namely Thammasat University,
Prince of Songkhla University, Institute of Religion and Culture, (IRCP), Payap
University, Kolkata University, The Syarif Hidayatullah Islamic State University,
Yunan University and Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences.
We have received many requests and proposals from young scholars to provide
space and forums so that they can present their academic and research work. We
fully recognize the potential of such young scholars. Based on this the objective of
the Conference is to offer space and opportunities for young scholars to present
their academic work, develop networks, and enhance interaction with selected
senior scholars in order to build bridges and advocacy for a common future
which is sustainable and peaceful.
The second objective is to provide a platform in which young scholars have an
opportunity to interact with senior scholars from around the world in a special
session for exchange and interaction.
Thematic Areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Youth in a Globalised World & Envisioning the future
Xenophobia, Religion, Culture & Human Spirituality
The Nation State and Challenges
The 21st century and Women’s Leadership
Ethnicity, Human Rights & Peace Building
Education & Development

This is how this inaugural Young Scholar’s Conference came into being; through
the request and acknowledgement that Young Scholar’s need opportunities such
as will be provided in this program. We hope that all will benefit in some way.

M. Abdus Sabur
Secretary General
ARF/AMAN

Senior Scholars
Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer
Dr. Engineer is an Indian Muslim, a reformist-writer and activist. He is
internationally known for his work on liberation theology in Islam. The
focus of his work is on, and taking action against, communalism and
communal and ethnic violence in India and South Asia. He is an advocate of
a culture of peace, non-violence and communal harmony, and has lectured
all over the world. He is presently the head of the 'Institute of Islamic
Studies' and the 'Centre for Study of Society and Secularism', both of which
he founded, in 1980 and 1993 respectively. He is also the chairman of
Asian Muslim Action Network (AMAN).

Prof. Chandra Muzaffar
Prof. Muzaffar is a Malaysian Muslim political scientist, and an Islamic
reformist and activist. He was the first Director of the Centre for Civilizational
Dialogue at the University of Malaya. He then became the Noordin Sopiee
Professor of Global Studies at the University of Science (USM) in Penang. He
later became president of the International Movement for a Just World, which
seeks to raise public consciousness on the moral and intellectual basis of
global justice.

Dr. Patrice Brodeur
Dr. Brodeur is currently the Canada Research Chair in Islam, Pluralism and
Globalisation at the University of Montreal. He is also a member of the
Pearson College Board of Trustees. As well as earning his PhD from
Harvard in the Scientific Study of Religions, Dr. Brodeur holds an MA from
McGill University, and a BA from McGill University and the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. He also spent a year as a Rotary International
Scholar at the University of Jordan. He was the Director of Seminarians
Interacting, an inter-religious program and was later Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life at
Connecticut College.

Dr. Grace Cheng
Dr. Cheng is Associate Professor of Political Science at Hawai`i Pacific
University in Honolulu, USA. Her research is in comparative politics and
international politics and theory, with particular interest in comparative
perspectives on international norms. Dr. Cheng has also written on politics in
Asia.

Prof. Francis Lee
Francis Daehoon Lee is currently a Peace Studies research professor at
SungKongHoe University and a coordinator for CENA. He graduated in
Peace Studies from the University of Bradford and has long been involved
in democratization and human rights movements and peace building in
both Korea and beyond. He was the former Executive Director of Asian
Regional Exchange for New Alternatives (ARENA) and a former Trustee of
the Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR), London. He
furthermore provided legal advice to Special Repporteur, UN Human Right Sub-Commission,
2005 and is one of the key founders of the Program of Master of Arts in Inter-Asia NGO Studies
(MAINS).

Dr. Somboon Panyakom
Dr. Panyakom is the Dean of the International College, Payap University. His
areas of expertise are Human Resource Management, Labor Relations,
Organizational Behaviors, Professional Ethics and Petty Corruption in
Business.

Prof. Anisuzzaman
Professor Anisuzzaman hails from Gopalganj in Bangladesh and is a former
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh Islamic University and Director,
Development Centre for Philosophical Studies, Dhaka University. Professor
Anisuzzaman is also the Founder Chairman of ANANDA; former Chairman
of Society for Peace and Development (SPD) which is affiliated to the IFOR,
Netherlands. At present, Professor Anisuzzaman is Director, Centre for
Moral Development, University of Dhaka.

Youth in a Globalized World & Envisioning the
Future
Envisioning the Future
Prof. Chandra Muzaffar
It is always difficult to envision the future, especially at a time like this,
when the center of global power is shifting from the dominant West to the
emerging “Rest” which includes nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America.
With this preamble, I shall try to envision the next 10 years. I see the
following trends: 1) The shift could lead to even greater tension and
conflict. There could be wars and much more violence. 2) In the midst of
this shift, some of the current crises will continue. The environmental crisis, for instance, will
continue to challenge the human family as will the economic crisis with all its implications for
employment and income. At another level, the family will continue to disintegrate and decline.
3) At the same time, people will continue to be empowered through technology. Newer modes
of expression and communication will enable people to challenge state and corporate power
with greater effectiveness. This will also lead to greater accountability and transparency on the
part of political and economic elites everywhere.
This paper will focus on how should the young, in particular, respond to these trends which will
have a tremendous impact upon them? What sort of a future can they help to shape for
themselves and for their generation? Whatever the future holds for them, it is my hope that
their vision will highlight the following dimensions: 1) A firm, unyielding faith in a Just and
Compassionate God of the whole of creation, a God that is inclusive and universal. 2) Out of this
faith should emerge a profound commitment to protect the environment, to sustain the delicate
ecological balance and indeed, to maintain the integrity of creation. 3) This faith should also
inspire the young to strive unceasingly for the unity of the human family, a unity that transcends
all the existing barriers of gender, nationality, culture, religion, caste, color and class. 4) Such a
unity is only possible if there is equitable distribution of power, wealth and knowledge within
the entire human family leading to a truly egalitarian universal civilization. 5) Such a civilization
should be anchored in a shared spiritual and moral ethos at the core of which is the belief in a
Just and Compassionate God.
______________________________________________________________________________

Non-violent Action in the South China Sea Dispute: Adding a New Dynamic
to the Concept of Cooperation
Duyen Bui
China’s resurgent assertiveness on the South China Sea during the first half
of 2011 alarmed its neighbors, particularly countries with territorial claims
in the sea called for China to uphold its commitment to the UN Convention
on the Law at Sea (UNCLOS) and the ASEAN Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea (DOC). In Vietnam rare demonstrations
against China’s actions were organized adding an especially new dynamic

to state-based foreign policy. Although cooperation is important in overcoming the tension on
the South China Sea, the focus of foreign policy on state-based interaction limits the ability to
realize the complexity involved in this process. In particular at the domestic level, nationalist
sentiments have emerged in both China and Vietnam influencing international relations. The
nationalistic demonstrations are seen as a means for the government to gain domestic
legitimacy and international sympathy. In promoting national pride, however, there is the
danger of signaling a message that prioritizes sovereignty over cooperation. If states become
more assertive and the opportunity to compromise is limited, then there is a greater risk that
military action will be taken to resolve the dispute.
However, complicating the understanding of nationalism as a tool for foreign policy is the fact
that the non-violent nationalist protests, at least in Vietnam, are not government sponsored.
Realizing that these demonstrations are organized without government influence, therefore it
becomes more apt for this paper to look at who are involved in the protests, why they are
choosing to demonstrate and what are the implications of their actions at the domestic and
international level. Examining instances of non-violent protest in Vietnam during 2007 and
2011, it becomes apparent that the prospect of cooperation is not only dependent on states or
international institutions but also on non-state actors.
______________________________________________________________________________

Youth in a Globalized World
Judge Mirwais Saqeb
As we all know, in today’s world “growing up” is not what it used to be.
The lives of Youth today present an extensive range of educational, family,
employment, and health experiences that differ in major ways from those
of youth one or two generations ago. These dissimilar experiences can be
attributed to the result of globalization, technological advances, political
integration and widened economic development. There are also more
youth (also referred to as “young people” in this brief) in developing
countries of the world than ever before.
Firstly, this article explains a definition of Youth (Who Are Youth?) secondly it explains and
dissects Migrant Youth and Children of Migrants in a Globalized World, thirdly it will be about
the condition of Youth in Shortage Failures and finally, the article clarifies the role of Youth in
the future. This article is based on my research and studies that I did about Youth in the future;
based on this research a young person today has many reasons to be thankful for greater
contact with the world, and have access to more educational and economic opportunities.
Judge Mirwais Saqeb is a Legal Advisor for the Justice Sector Support Program,
Afghanistan

Using Service-Learning in Enhancing Soft Skills & Volunteerism among
College Students
Dr. Hamdan Said
Many studies indicate that to be successful in the future job market and in the working world of
the knowledge economy, college graduates need a combination of occupation specific technical
skills and more universally applicable soft skills. In many industries, soft skills such as
communication, teamwork, critical thinking, problem solving and leadership are the most
sought after by employers from amongst job applicants. Research suggests that from the
perspective of the employers, soft skills are as good a predictor of labor market success as levels
of formal education. Additionally, the Malaysian government seeks more college graduates
involvement in voluntary activities. How can college students' soft skills be enhanced and the
spirit of volunteerism inculcated at the same time? In addressing this issue my paper first
discusses the definition of service-learning; models of service-learning integration in the
curriculum; and the conceptual model of how service-learning can enhance soft skills
development and at the same time inculcate the spirit of volunteerism among college students.
The discussion ends with examples of service-learning projects taking place among college
students in Malaysia.
Dr. Hamdan Said is the Deputy Dean (Social Sciences) of the School of Graduate Studies,
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
______________________________________________________________________________

The Future of Muslim Ummah According to the Islamic Meta-framework for
Development
Co-authored by Pakpoom Khamchuai (presenter), Asst. Prof. Dr. Chairat
Siripatana & Abdulraya Panaemalae
The Islamic Meta-Framework for Development (IMF4D) portrays three
meta-dimensions of which any human entity (individuals, families,
communities and/or states) must strive to achieve utmost strength in
order to take on their roles effectively. These are identity,
competitiveness and right-balance. Based on IMF4D we will perform a
current situational analysis of our Ummah using available secondary data
from both literature and the internet. After drawing IMF4D-spider
diagrams, it is obvious that the Ummah is undergoing imbalanced growth. While strong
religious identities (identity meta-dimension) have been gradually developed, relative
competitiveness has grown at a much slower pace. This imbalanced growth, wherever it occurs,
has created negative side-effects including widespread Islamic extremism, Islamophobia,
sectarian conflicts, ideological polemic, wasted resources, local backwardness and even gross
oppression. However, our Ummah are now in a better competitive position thanks to the failure
of the superpower, the US; to win “The War on Terror”, and due to the rise of new superpowers
through such economic and technological achievements in Turkey, Iran and Malaysia. Overall,
the Islamic World is on the rise and will take the position of a new superpower in a few decades
when it acts collectively.

To accomplish a global-leading position, Muslim Ummah has to achieve all the aforementioned
dimensions. A united and strong identity is a priority need for the Ummah to harmonize diverse
Muslims in communities or countries in such a way that we can respond to the challenges
positively and strategically. In cases of Muslim majorities, it allows people to be able to validate
and respond to government policies in an orchestrated manner. For the minorities, it could
empower Muslim people to embrace themselves and find an acceptable fairness within
pluralism. Competitiveness is the second key factor we must achieve because good educational
infrastructure promises a good future; any group of Muslims must focus on improving their
educational quality to increase competitiveness in every area. Lastly, the leaders of Ummah
must gain the trust of their people in order to stabilize political dynamics and the powersharing balance. IMF4D with other complementary tools can facilitate analysis which
evaluates and predicts the advancement and contribution of any nation or individual in all areas
of knowledge and human interaction. This understanding reflects their identities;
competitiveness and stabilization processes which could help us speculate the tendency of
Muslim Ummah in the short, medium and long term future in systematic ways.
Pakpoom Khamchuai is a Researcher at the Islamic Studies & Muslim Community
Development for Peaceful Social Integration Project, Walailak University, Thailand
______________________________________________________________________________

The Harmony from Young Community; Tolerant Negotiation among Chinese
and Javanese Peoples in Cross-road Ethnicity in Lasem, Central Java
Munawir Aziz
This paper will examine how the communities of young people from
Chinese ethnic negotiate their identity with Javanese people (pribumi) in
Lasem, a town in coastal Java. It will argue that the young people from the
Chinese community have been dynamically active in constructing their
identities with other communities, mainly pribumi as the majority of people
are from Lasem, through the practice of so called harmony formation.
Harmony formation is structured through everyday activities which include
cultural, socio-political, economic and religious. When a Chinese (Tionghoa)
passes away, pribumi (Javanese) people visit and pray. On the other side, if pribumi people need
help with something, the young of the Chinese community come within their social
organizations; Hoo Hap Hwee Kwan and Tridarma Trimurti.
Based on fieldwork research in Lasem city, this paper will elaborate the historical formation of
harmony construction among young Chinese people. Data collected includes archives or
document and government reports, as well as fieldwork findings through observations and indepth interviews. Finally, this paper will argue that harmony construction on the ground level
is based on communication of shapes among communities, hybridity on cultures and the long
standing relationship among people. The harmony formation is based on the effort of agencies
on the ground level to construct tolerant values, humanity awareness, and understanding with
others. The young people of the Chinese community provide the harmony situation with charity
action and social communication based on the cultural agenda of their organization. This
research using the theory of harmony is based on the concept of social capital by Robert Putnam
(2002) to analyze the line of negotiation in the formal and informal level in maintaining
harmony.
Munawir Aziz is a Researcher/Lecturer at the Fiqh Social Institue, Islamic College of
Mathali’ul Falah, Indonesia

Increasing the Number of Good Citizens through Education
Theingi Aye
The purpose of my paper is to increase the number of good citizens in
Myanmar not only by teaching academic knowledge but also by nurturing
the students’ mindset. This will reduce unfair situations and damages in
every sector of the country by increasing the number of good citizens in the
country. Moreover, this leads to a peaceful and tranquil nation because
good citizens in the country can thoroughly understand the causes and
effects for situations and have a vision for long-term effects in every sector.
Generally people are different from their nurturing society and nurturing ways according to my
six months research. Youth come to notice what they should do and avoid by learning useful
knowledge and having chances to apply their academic knowledge according to my working
experiences as a Monitoring and Evaluation Facilitator at the Community Development Studies
(CDS) Department in the Myanmar Institute of Theology (MIT). People have to know their
responsibilities by participating in their associated community.
This paper will look at the fact that if people do not have the chance to participate in
appropriate ways in their associated community they cannot know what their responsibilities
and their values are. Therefore, they need to have a chance to participate in their associated
community. The important thing is to be aware that the right people should be in the right place
in every sector of the country. That is why people, especially children and youth, need to have
the chance not only to learn but also to discuss and practice, with the right attitude and fairness,
in their respective community in order to be a peaceful and tranquil nation in which the number
of good citizens in the country is growing.
Theingi Aye is a Monitoring & Evaluation Facilitator at the Myanmar Institute of
Theology, Myanmar
______________________________________________________________________________

Muslim Family Responses to Special Children
Anna Tajminah S. Basman
This study identifies and explores Muslim family responses to special
children in Metro Manila in terms of sociological and Islamic perspectives.
Using Kubler-Ross’ stages of grief (denial, anger, bargaining, depression
and acceptance or DABDA) as the framework of classifying family
responses, five parents whose child has special needs were purposively
selected to undergo in-depth interviews for the case study. The study also
intends to relate the responses to family awareness of special education,
family values and their economic status within sociological and Islamic
perspectives. In addition, this study further aims to know how special children are regarded by
Muslims in Metro Manila. This paper analyzes the findings of the research which are as follows:
Using the sociological perspective, families entertain cultural beliefs and stereotypes towards
special children by giving attention to society’s connotation of individuals with special needs
like being source of luck or swerte, having jinn (unseen beings) counterparts or twins, caused by
mother’s activity and condition during pregnancy and fruit of marriage within the clan. These
connotations become the source of family awareness of special children. On the other hand,
using the Islamic perspective, families value the concept of Qad’r or the Will of Allah (God).

This paper will outline the research finding’s and puts forward the following recommendations
and proposals to overcome existing problems encountered by the researcher: 1) In order to
minimize misconceptions about special children, there is a dire need to raise awareness through
organization of seminars, establishment of networks to organizations which may further help
disseminate information about special children, & creation and distribution of primers on the
issue; 2) On the part of special children, it would be beneficial for them if certain NGOs and GOs
will be tapped to receive help in conducting outreach programs that will educate parents on
how to raise their children with special needs; and lastly, 3) It is also encouraged that
researchers give extra-attention in creating more studies significant to this topic because in
doing so, issues like this will no longer be alien to the mainstream in the long run.
Anna Tajminah S. Basman is a Psychology Professor at the School of Arts & Sciences,
Philippines Women’s University, Philippines

Is Humanity Facing a Global Spiritual Crisis?
Are We Facing a Global Spiritual Crisis?
Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer
This is very complex question with global sweep and hence it is very
difficult to answer in black or white. There have been both trends, i.e.
material and spiritual crises, throughout the known history of humankind
and there has hardly been any period when humanity did not face one kind
of crisis or another. Yes, it is true that today we are far more connected
with each other than ever before as indeed the world has become a global
village. The time once taken to travel between two villages is now enough
to travel between two continents. Also, what happens in the USA is known
in Australia at the same moment where previously it took months, even years. Has this
connectivity added to the crisis? This connectivity is also of no less complex nature - a boon as
well
as
a
bane.
If we say we are facing a spiritual crisis we have to explain what we mean by this. Spiritualism is
thought to be the opposite of materialism. When we are overwhelmed by materialism and think
of nothing but material benefits we probably call it a spiritual crisis. We become greedy,
ruthlessly exploiting others, dividing our society into high and low, and never hesitating to use
violence. In fact whenever we forgot our duties and obligations towards others - a Buddha, a
Christ or a Mohammad reflected deeply on the situation around them and exhorted us to control
our desire, our greed and fulfill our obligations towards our fellow human beings. They took the
'lowest' people from society as their companions to show that all human beings are equally
respectable
and
adopted
very
simple
and
frugal
lifestyles.
But did it make a great difference to society at large or particularly to ruling and elite classes? Of
course they went out of their way to show their respect to these holy personalities and built
grand temples and mosques and churches but cleverly and effectively sabotaged the real
message of these great thinkers and teachers so these places became great centers of pilgrimage
for the poor and suffering people while the world continued as before. What was thought to be

spiritual

healing

for

humankind

became

inner

spiritual

solace

for

the

poor.

The Holagus, Nadirshahs and Hitlers (or modern day Bushes) continued to rule the roost. In the
past, with few exceptions, the impact remained more or less local. Today (or rather since the
advent of the 19th century) the impact of such deeds (or rather misdeeds) has become far more
widespread than before. Today we consider ourselves far more 'enlightened' and aware, thanks
to the universality of education and political awareness and we feel we are far more respectful
of human rights and dignity. However, just as the rich and powerful sabotaged the message of
great teachers they have been no less successful in hijacking the teachings of modern day
enlightenment
leaving
the
poor
and
exploited
in
'spiritual
crisis'.
What is worse is that even the tools for creating enlightenment such as education and textbooks
etc are controlled by the rich and powerful and are cleverly manipulated. As for elections one
section of the rich and powerful defeats another and nothing much changes. No wonder that our
modern society has seen so much more violence than in the past.
The message though is not to despair. There has been some progress and there can be more if
we are honest and sincere in establishing a spiritually stable society. We have to work out a
creative synthesis of science and spirituality and also understand the core teachings of great
teachers and masters, not reducing them to mere rituals but struggling to transform our
societies; such sincere struggles will make us spiritually triumphant over materialism.
______________________________________________________________________________

Is Humanity Facing a Global Spiritual Crisis?
Dr. Patrice Brodeur
In analyzing the overwhelming number of problems and challenges faced
by humanity today, there is a sense that the very meaning of life for human
beings collectively is in a crisis. Recognizing this crisis, which I call a
spiritual crisis, is the first step in being able to re-imagine and envision
ethical dimensions to our human interactions, between us and with nature.
These ethical dimensions are at the heart of human activities, including
those related to research and the production of knowledge in all fields,
especially that of peace building. In this presentation; I will provide an
overview of some of these ethical challenges that are at the heart of our contemporary spiritual
crisis, from my limited perspective. I will attempt to raise a few questions about the meaning of
research and applications in the area of peace building, both as individual scholars but also as
scholar’s links to institutions (primarily universities) and cross-sectorial networks of various
kinds and geographical spread. In a nutshell, I will try to address this spiritual crisis through
both academic and spiritual tools and practices that I see as kernels of solutions.
______________________________________________________________________________

A Global Spiritual Crisis?
Dr. Anisuzzaman
Yes, despite spectacular development in science and technology and its
consequent impact upon the material life of human beings around the globe,
humanity undoubtedly faces a serious spiritual crisis. This finds expression

and easily catches the attention of conscious and sympathetic minds all over the world. Our very
conference is a glaring pointer to that effect; otherwise, we would not have been here, leaving
aside normal duties at our own places. One may still ask about the signs of this moral and
spiritual decadence. This becomes obvious from the fact that the present world is torn between
the haves and have-nots. On the one hand, there has been an accumulation of almost unlimited
wealth in a few hands and facilities for their ease and comfort; on the other hand, millions of
people are devoid of basic food, clothing, shelter, education, medical facilities and even clean
water.
The heart-rending sounds of fighter planes, missiles and mines, drugs and guns are each day
taking lives of hundreds and leaving thousands of innocent human beings wounded for faults
quite unknown and unintelligible to them. Technological advancements are often being used for
quick destruction of opponents. This is why I suspect one of the key themes of this conference
has been Xenophobia. A good number of intellectuals are being purchased or scared into using
their talents towards annihilation of their fellow human beings. Why is this happening? My
answer is simple: humanity has not adequately developed mentally and spiritually, at least not
at the same or similar speed as they have progressed outwardly. But how are we to bring about
change in the moral and spiritual dimensions of human beings? One may claim that just return
to our respective religious traditions and moral values will do the job. I think this is not enough,
even at times this kind of revivalism may lead to a repetition of the similar kinds of fight and
feuds that took place during the medieval times in the name of religion. Therefore just a return
to the past will not suffice; we need to rethink about our respective religious and moral
traditions, because we cannot build any future human society without completely denying our
past nor can we afford to ignore the present.
Today’s world is a globalized world, a global village as it is often called. We, therefore, need to
delve deep into our past, and analyze the present situation with an eye towards the future. We
need to redefine our identities in the sense of rediscovering ourselves as citizens of the world
and concentrating more on the spirit of religions and morality rather than their letter and bring
out commonalities rather than differences. We should, in other words, try to develop a holistic
spiritual environment and humanity-friendly spiritual and moral values and try to apply them
creatively to our different situations. In this paper an attempt will be made to bring out and
develop this new kind of values from the debris or otherwise hidden treasures of our old stock.
______________________________________________________________________________

Interplay of International Relations’ Constructivism and Ecological
Spirituality: Crisis or Solution?
Rose Kastiro
Constructivism theorists like Wendt (1995); and Adler and Barnet (1998)
have not explored the power, and to what extent, spirituality impacts
interaction, academia and rationalism. Mercer and Katzenstein (1995 and
1996a) are persuaded that international politics and everything else but
spirituality are a determinant of the identity and interests of the
international system that is derived from the interaction between and
among States and non-State actors.
Spiritual crises are hardly incorporated in the mainstream due to their alleged privacy,
controversies and conspiracies (framed by knowledge and language as advanced by Nicholas
Onuf). Ecological spiritualist Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee disagrees (1996). He asserts that religion

and spirituality are different just as exoteric and esoteric are. Vaughan-Lee is convinced of the
“Oneness” of everything and the significance of paradoxes. Joanna Macy (2009) also supports
this approach; nonetheless, they do not investigate ways in which ecological spirituality can be
harnessed as a problem-solving framework in various fields. The researcher will investigate
how we can optimize the current global ecological spiritual crisis as a continuation of
constructivism as an International Relations approach to forge environmentally sustainable
solutions.
This paper argues that constructivism traditionally focuses on the sociological formation and
function of ideas, norms and values (culture), seeking to explain the actions and inactions of the
State and non-State actors. However, this approach does not consider the spiritual nature of the
same. It is silent on the impact and contribution of synergies, ideas, values and essence of the
seemingly lifeless forms and invisible forces that create a balanced self-healing ecosystem. The
relevance of this paper illustrates the global spiritual crisis as a signpost, shouting to be
recognized, acknowledged and considered during the problem-solving and policy-formation
processes for comprehensively holistic, environmentally sustainable solutions.
Rose Kastiro is a Student at the Ritsumeikan University, Japan

The 21st Century & Women’s Leadership
Mirror of Life: Narratives of the Displaced Indigenous Women in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) in Bangladesh
Nasreen Zobaida
The purpose of this article is to assess the indigenous women’s experiences
of forced displacement as a consequence of decades of conflict,
militarization, land grabbing and exploitation by the Bangladesh Army and
Bengali settlers in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh.
In this article, the issue will be addressed through the analysis of displaced
women’s narratives on displacement and how ‘individual memory’ has been
shaped as a ‘collective memory’. It explores the process of how memory is
remembered by the displaced indigenous women in the CHT. It also explains how they have
engagement between the artefacts and their own experiences. The article draws entirely on the
data of ongoing fieldwork.
Nasreen Zobaida is an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Anthropology, University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Re-defining Women’s Poverty
Radia Tamim
This paper critiques the conventional definition of poverty and addresses its
inadequacy for women. Usually low-income earner groups are identified as
poor. Poverty is a curse for human society, but its definition and system of
the measurement do not have a constant form; rather there is some
incompleteness and contradictions in every description. Only targeting the
low-earner groups is not enough to deal with the problem of poverty
because poverty consists of the lack of certain capabilities of the human
being -the capabilities to live a healthy active life free of avoidable morbidity and premature
mortality, the capability to live with dignity, with adequate clothing, shelter etc.
The livelihood of women, especially women from the poor segment of life, has various
complications. This paper presents and analyzes the livelihood of women as a case study.
Analyzing the case study, this paper shows the limitations of the definition of poverty that is too
narrow to illustrate the socio-economic dimensions of the livelihood and the struggle of a
woman. Social circumstances, state functions and other various factors are important to define
women’s poverty. A much closer definition, reflecting reality requires diversified sort of
qualitative studies.
Radia Tamim is Executive Director of Innovation, Influence, Impact (I3), Bangladesh
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Promoting Social Justice
Ou Ratanak
Why is there a need to promote social justice? Why is women’s leadership
linked to social justice? In the past and till now women were considered as a
vulnerable group who has less opportunity, limited decision-making power
and a high level of marginalization. These critical constraints have widened
the gap of gender disparity in the society. Traditional norms and values
which are embedded deeply in almost every society have a severe impact on
gender transformation.
For many years, women around the world have led efforts to create social justice as linked to
the human rights framework. The fundamental rights and freedoms enshrined in human rights
are based on a vision of social justice - that the extent to which a society can be considered a just
society depends on the extent to which these rights and freedoms are enjoyed equally by all.
These include unequal access to and control over economic resources, oppression and
discrimination based on racial and ethnic status, as well as oppression and discrimination
related to gender and sexual identities. The social justice response to human rights
commitments must prioritize gender justice because gender-based violence and other forms of
gender injustice continue to be among the most serious threats to our most basic human rights to respect, safety, autonomy and control over sexuality. At the same time, working for the
human rights of women must also address the other factors and forces of inequality that
interact with gender oppression. For the great majority of women, the struggle for justice is a
struggle not only against gender inequalities but also against economic injustice. For many, it is
also a struggle against racism and social subordination linked to ethnicity, religion and age,

This paper looks at how working for social justice involves challenging the acceptance of social
inequalities, and this means working to change the norms of a dominant masculinity that helps
to justify other forms of inequality. Thus, changing masculinities is essential not only for greater
gender justice but for social justice more broadly. A social justice response to human rights
commitments focuses on addressing the unjust conditions of life that prevent specific groups of
people from enjoying the fundamental rights and freedoms to which they are entitled.
Ou Ratanak is an Organizer at the People’s Health Development Association, Cambodia
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Sexual Harassment and Human Rights – The Term of Gender
Discrimination
Swati Chakraborty
The recent case of rape in India created a worldwide mass wave regarding
the sexual discrimination of the society. Victims of sexual violence often
characterize the investigative process necessary for the prosecution of sex
crimes as the final act in a long series of violations. The term sexual
harassment was used in 1973 in a report. In this article we will see the socioeconomic impact on women’s rights. Firstly, the struggle of victims against
violence at the local, national and international levels; secondly, the
proposed solution of this issue; the activists, Lin Farley, Susan Meyer, and Karen Sauvigne went
on to form the Working Women's Institute which, along with the Alliance Against Sexual
Coercion founded in 1976 by Freada Klein, Lynn Wehrli, and Elizabeth Cohn-Stuntz, were
among the pioneer organizations to bring sexual harassment to public attention in the late
1970s. It includes a range of behavior from mild transgressions and annoyances to serious
abuses, which can even involve forced sexual activity.
Martha Chamallas introduced “Feminist Legal Theory” (2003) and adopted the concept of
sexual harassment of women. Sexual harassment is nothing less than the showcasing of male
dominance. Given an opportunity, such men (those committing sexual harassment) would try
fulfilling their desire. However, it is also not true that all cases of sexual harassment are suchwhere the accused is guilty of conceiving the intention of sexual intercourse. But it also depends
on each individual case and circumstances, because it may well be the case that the woman may
also be at fault. The article is based on the results of previous research, interviews and empirical
findings as well as the secondary data of my research project.
Swati Chakraborty is a Human Rights Senior Research Fellow at the University of
Calcutta, India
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The Role of Women in Conflict Transformation: A Reflection of Theory and
Practice
Ruby Kholifah
When I met John Paul Lederach in 2006 in Bangkok and listened to his presentation regarding
his experiences working on conflict resolution and transformation, it was hard to imagine the
word “conflict transformation” into practical reality. I had no idea how transformation occurring

at the levels of individual, relational, cultural and structural. Moreover, it was also not clear
what mechanisms were used, how it begins, how people react when they are transformed, and
finally how individual change could affect cultural and structural change.
This paper acts as part of my reflection of six years working at the grass roots level and
discusses the experience of women in Poso, Bogor and Jakarta in the process of transformation
making. Applying Lederach’s framework on conflict transformation, the reality shows that 2
years of intensive peace education with women friendly methods and community organizing,
30% out of 150 inter-faith women involved in the process were able to transform themselves
from “ordinary women” into emergent leaders within families and communities. This paper
explains in detail how transformation occurring inside the women who engage in the program
impacts on their family members, community and local policy. Combining with Peace and
Development Analysis, the process of transformation became more dynamic because this
required modification of strategy and approach deriving from Lederach’s framework in
answering problems of environmental degradation, lack of income, expansive fundamentalism,
and a lack of women’s participation.
Ruby Kholifah is Director of Asian Muslim Action Network Indonesia
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Women, Infant Mortality Rates and Community Health:
A Case Study of Aligarh District, UP, India
Dr. Mohd. Arif Khan
The role of women is worthy to mention particularly in a country like
India where patriarchy prevails and tradition is deep-rooted. There has
been an improvement in the economic growth rate after globalization in
India during the verge of commencement of the 21st century and the
Indian government was ready for investment in the health and education
sectors in order to create a strong social safety net for human
development.
Amidst the stride to development, the problem of Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) which is an
important dimension of development continues to be high and far away from the millennium
development goals in India. It was alarming with 58 at the national level. The most populous
state of Uttar Pradesh (UP) with an IMR of 73 contributes extensively to variance in health and
development indicators (SRS, 2005).
Aligarh District of UP has its place in the list of 57 common districts featuring in the top 100
districts in order of IMR. Mother and child are inseparable and considered to be a single unit,
particularly during the crucial period of Ante/Post Natal Care when determining the IMR. The
Government of India launched its flagship health program, National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM), in 2005 to try and reduce IMR to 30 by 2012 through an increase in numbers and
capacity development of female health workers at the community level. These women health
workers have successfully made an impact (supported by case studies) through the promotion
of institutional delivery, counseling, ensuring immunization and the implementation of home
based newborn and mother care.

This study attempts to investigate the problem of IMR and its root causes in addition to the
study of the role of women workers in efforts to reduce IMR, with reference to Aligarh District
through success in crossing traditional barriers in changing the community health scenario.
Dr. Mohd Arif Khan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology & Social
Work, Aligarh Muslim University, India
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Women’s Leadership in Future Myanmar
May Zar Maw
In current times, women are taking a leadership role in almost all sectors
around the world. In Myanmar’s history, there have been many prominent
female leaders and according to Myanmar custom and tradition women are
given equality with men in decision-making processes.
In present Myanmar, there are already a number of prominent women in
leadership roles. The majority of these female leaders are from such sectors
in business, social, education and health; there are a few in the political and government sectors.
In the government sectors, women are not given a chance to reach the ministerial level.
Following recent democratic reformation, an increasing number of women are now involved in
politics but female government ministers and female parliamentary members are still few.
There are some female Myanmar leaders who are honored and respected around the world
such as Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San Su Kyi. But why are women leaders left
behind? Will more females get an opportunity to play a leading role in future Myanmar?
In my paper, I am going to discuss the barriers and obstacles faced by female leaders and how to
overcome these difficulties. I expound how to educate, encourage and empower women to
participate in politics and nurture them in becoming a leader in future Myanmar. I will also
consider how to organize the public that will give women a chance to lead and examine whether
women’s rights are in practice according to Myanmar Constitutions and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
May Zar Maw is Treasurer & Teacher at the Myanmar Institute of Theology, Myanmar
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The Role of Academic Advising in Developing South East Asian Females for
Leadership Roles
Nguyen Thuy Van (presenter), Dr. Hamdan Said, Ros Ilyani Rosdi,Noriadah
Abdul Karim, Norashuha Tajuddin & Tee Tiam Chai
Reports indicate that the number of South East Asian women in leadership
positions is remarkably low. Ironically many South East Asian countries
indicate that female students surpass the males not only in terms of
number but also in terms of academic achievements. Female students are
found to have equaled or exceeded the males in many higher education
institutions. The need to increase the number of South East Asian women
leaders in the leadership roadmap has raised many questions on the part of

academic advisors. What roles do the academic advisors play in promoting female students’
success? Based on a structured interview of ten female South East Asian postgraduate students
studying at Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, this paper discusses the need for institutes of higher
learning to promote skills of leadership training for female students, the challenges confronting
South East Asian aspiring female student leaders, and the roles of academic advisors in
promoting female students for leadership advancement and success.
Nguyen Thuy Van is a PhD Student at Education Faculty of Universiti Technologi of
Malaysia, Malaysia

The Nation State & Challenges
The Nation State & Challenges for a Peaceful Co-existence
Abdul Sami Safi
Supporting affirmative co-existence between countries and between people’s
is a major challenge for the 21st Century. Fortunately today, there are social
movements which have begun to face these issues, both at the international
and national levels, and at the political and community level. Successful
political co-existence requires investment in co-existence at the community
level.
This article is based on personal research and firstly explains what co-existence means;
secondly it explores what methods are promoting co-existence among people and countries;
thirdly it clarifies what the basis for co-existence is and finally l will try to suggest how we can
spread co-existence among people’s and countries as the great leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru
have done.
Abdul Sami Safi is a Senior Legal Advisor with the Justice Sector Support Program, US
Department of State/INL/PAE
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Indian Nation State and Challenges of Conflict Resolution in the North East
Dr. Homen Thangjam
The end of the Cold War brought about a paradigm shift for many nation
states including India as far as security and trade are concerned. In the case
of India, from an initial westward looking policy during the Cold War, her
engagement with the East, especially ASEAN, became an area of priority in
the post-Cold War era. Thus, the ‘Look East’ policy was initiated in the
1990s with the aim of widening cooperation with ASEAN countries in the
area of trade, investment and security. In doing so, the North East region of
India, thus far regarded to be an inaccessible and hostile terrain and marred by armed
opposition movements, on account of which development was regarded to be impossible,
became an area of opportunity. In other words, the region came to be understood as the land

bridge connecting South Asia and South East Asia on the part of policy makers in New Delhi. But
what becomes apparent is that the old mindset and practice of tackling problems (armed
conflict) in the region, which is informed by militarism, has not been given up. In fact, existing
draconian law such as the Armed Forces Special (Powers) Act 1958, which is prevalent in the
region and gives impunity to the Indian Armed Forces, has been used to facilitate incursion of
new forms of capital in the form of investment or developmental projects in the region.
Put simply, economic reasons are being used to justify a militaristic positioning of the State
rather than looking for alternative means to solve the long standing demands of the people: be it
an issue of independence from India or demand for autonomy within the framework of the
Indian Constitution. Taking reference of the North East or the Indian experience, the paper
dwells on the crucial requirement of understanding the role of nation state in resolving conflict
or rather its limitations, in this age of globalization and neoliberalism.
Dr. Homen Thangjam is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science, The
Maharaja Bodhchandra College, India
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Trends in Counter Responses to Terrorism after 9/11
An Analysis of the Impact of Anti-terror Laws in Asia
Rezaur Rahman Lenin
The year 2012 marks the 11th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks in the US
that claimed the lives of nearly 3000 civilians. While the militant attacks
have been condemned throughout the world, the world had also witnessed
a US-led global campaign against ‘terrorism’ that makes a great negative
impact on democracy and human rights. The killing of Osama bin Laden-leader of the Al-Qaeda--in Pakistan is the latest link in the chain. However,
Osama bin Laden’s exit does not necessarily bring an end to the militant
efforts. More attacks in retaliation, on the contrary, may be expected.
The world has never been the same. Many authoritarian and repressive states have taken the
opportunity to legitimize their repressive actions and re-justify existing laws in the name of
fighting ‘terror’. Legislation violating human rights and encroaching into the privacy of citizens
has been freely passed in many countries and confer wide powers to governments to detain
terror-suspects for sustained periods, while denying them their right to a free and fair trial, and
impose a surveillance system to intercept all communications at will, etc.
Political movements for self-determination are being criminalized as ‘terrorist’ networks,
political dissidents are labeled as ‘terrorists’, and are being detained and tortured; legitimate
activities in the exercise of freedoms of expression, assembly and association are severely
restricted in the name of national security. Discrimination against the Muslim peoples and racial
profiling became rampant while phone-calls, e-mails, postal correspondence are now being
monitored and checked by state security agencies. This is taking place not only in countries that
are known to have negative human rights track records and practice of ‘fragile democracy’, but
also in countries which are traditionally deemed to be liberal and democratic.
Constitutional democracy and human rights have suffered a severe setback especially in Asia. It
is a critical duty to unpack and display the reality which reduces an individual to a mere ‘bare
life’ and is the ground upon which the whole edifice of torture, custodial death and other state-

sponsored crimes are committed. Therefore, this paper purports to attempt a mapping of the
trends of ‘terrorism' of and counter responses to it in Asia after 9/11 and a survey to show how
‘war on terror’ and other counter responses to terrorism in Asia register a far-reaching negative
impact on constitutionally guaranteed basic rights and on the criminal justice system in Asia. It
seeks also to take stock of (as well as to analyze) various anti-‘terrorist’ measures in Asia and to
identify certain results of the measures taken in the name of ‘national security’ in terms of
human rights violations and undermining of constitutions and the existing criminal justice
systems. In doing so, the present work analyzes and discusses the existing situation of
‘terrorism’ and ‘counter-terrorism’ discourse in continental Asia, especially the North East
(South Korea), South (Bangladesh, India), South East (Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand)
and evaluates them from the standpoint of both states and non-state actors.
Md. Rezaur Rahman Lenin is a Social Activist & Executive Director, Law Life, Bangladesh
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The Relationship between Poor Governance and Armed Conflicts: A Case
Study of Sri Lanka since 1948
Medagoda Arachchige Mangala Laksan
In the research paper I review the relationship between factors of poor
governance and armed conflicts, taking the Sri Lanka post-independence
history as the case in point. Looking at three armed conflicts instigated by
Sinhalese and Tamil youth groups in 1971, 1987 – 89, and 1983 – 2009 in
the South, and North and East of Sri Lanka and points out factors that led to
these conflicts. Sinhalese rural youth staged warfare against the government
over factors of poor governance characterized by a mismatch between
education and employment, perceived inequality in economic and social terms, and externally
motivated power devolution mechanisms. Tamils began to experience discrimination in terms
of language, education, constitutional safeguard, rule of law, and settlement schemes.
Lack of participation was seen when successive governments failed to empower its citizens by
introducing an acceptable power devolution system to better incorporate the views of
minorities. Lack of consensus orientation became evident in the Sri Lankan context through
issues related to education and employment among Sinhalese youth resulting in dissatisfaction
due to government’s unfair resource distribution. Tamils suffered inequality and exclusion in
the form of language, arbitrary change of ethnic demography, and failure in constitutional
safeguards for minorities while rural Sinhalese experienced increased economic and social
inequality between rural and urban areas of the country. Governments failed to maintain rule of
law in order to protect security and human rights of Tamils – even at times of civil disturbances
and attacks. In this paper it is argued that these factors influenced youth groups from Sinhalese
and Tamil ethnic groups to stage three armed conflicts and that unless principles of good
governance are fully implemented in its governing processes Sri Lanka will have no chance to
move forward to achieve economic development and ethnic reconciliation in its future.
Mangala Fernando is a Social Researcher & Consultant at the International Movement
Against all Forms of Discrimination and Racism Asia Committee, Sri Lanka

South East Asian Bangsamoro: A Nation-in-the-Making
Anwar M. Codah
The Bangsamoro people in the Southern part of the Philippines have been
on a long quest for their right to self-determination. From the 18th to the
early 19th century the Bangsamoro people claimed a temporary victory after
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines signed the Framework
Agreement on the Bangsamoro on October 15, 2012 in the Malacanang
Palace. For the Bangsamoro people it is now the right time to return their
life to normal and to start building hopes for their future.
Tracking the processes of the gradual establishment of a state, I am aiming at 1.) Establishing
facts: Here, I would like to revisit the effects of the recent all-out-war policy of the government
towards its people and identify what measures were taken by the government in reaching out to
them. This also includes the recollection and compilation of signed agreements and related
documents agreed to by both parties that led to the gradual stabilization of peace and order in
the whole peninsula, and 2.) Identify challenges the Bangsamoro will have to encounter in their
longing for self-governance.
Here, I would like to discuss issues and concerns such as the continuing grievances of the
isolated Bangsamoros living outside the core territory of the Bangsamoro state; this also
includes an appreciation of the pro-active efforts of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in
establishing the Bangsamoro Development Agency and the Bangsamoro Leadership and
Management Institute as an institution that helps empower its people, crafting Moro warriors
into peace loving, dynamic, and pro-active citizens in the near future. Though the Moro claim
the Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro is not a perfect document, it is the best
alternative and is worthy of compromise in solving Moro problems in Mindanao that have
existed for centuries.
Anwar M. Codah is a Community Development Worker at Banwa Mindanaw Inc,
Philippines
______________________________________________________________________________

The Lord’s Work and the Paradoxes of Racism, Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Intolerance
Md Farid Khan
Since the formation of the UN and subsequent adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, the phenomenal rise of racism,
discrimination, and xenophobia have been acknowledged by several
regional and international humanitarian agencies. They have directed and
discussed these problems with national and sub-national governments but
many have not been particularly sincere in responding to these threats to
humanity. On the other hand, there are also some international actors
whose statements, policies and actions have directly and indirectly influenced and encouraged
such forces in various countries to fan xenophobia against certain communities and faiths.
The Durban Declaration of 2001 acknowledged the fact that colonialism has led to these menace
and that post-colonial people still continue to be victims of its evil consequences. The theory of

a distinct or superior race which ruled the minds of colonial powers seems to have been
downgraded but is still an influencing force. The hapless people of African, Latin American and
Asian descent face the wrath of racism, discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in
the form of Apartheid, genocide, violence, hatred, unequal treatment and breaches in the Rule of
Law. Furthermore, the present culture of globalization and individualism with its negative
impacts has affected the performance of democratic governance around the globe. Along with
such inhuman ills, terrorism and counter-terrorism measures have badly affected vulnerable
individuals and groups; as a result, they have been suffering from multiple disorders caused by
the failure of the State system which has resulted in depriving the affected people of dignity,
freedom, peace and development. There seems a leadership flaw in the institutional systems
which have resulted in more complicacy and chaos around the world. This paper looks at how
these global concerns should be met with unbiased attitudes and a strengthening of responsible
world bodies and the paramount need to undo the colonial mind-set.
Md Farid Khan is a PhD Scholar at the Aligarh Muslim University, India
______________________________________________________________________________

The Essence for a State of Peaceful Co-existence
Namrata Pal Chowdhury
The 21st century promises to be a time of scientific and technological
growth at a level never before experienced in human history. This growth
will either trigger chaos, disruption, war, starvation and disease or will
introduce a period of humanistic cooperation, development, progress, and
peace. What emerges will depend upon which values are embraced,
taught, encouraged, and legislated. The value choices, which must be
deliberately chosen and not left to chance, must be secular, global, and
familial. The accepted values must be embraced, taught, encouraged and supported
internationally, nationally, locally, and personally.
What I want to propose here, represents some of the value choices, the ethical building blocks,
that will enable a world of peace and harmony to come into existence; a world in which human
diversity is respected and tolerated and, at the same time, a world in which each individual will
be enabled and encouraged to maximize his or her potential, without discrimination and in an
atmosphere of freedom. What is required to bring about this idealistic world is a democratic,
pluralistic society which recognizes the human rights of each individual and in which no man or
woman, or class of men or women, shall be demeaned and treated as mere slaves existing only
to fulfill the desires of those who would be their masters; a world in which no one shall be used
as tools for the lusts, ambitions and/or greed of others; a world in which the life all shall be
recognized and esteemed as a unique and ultimate statement of the evolutionary process and
therefore of inestimable value. To achieve and make real this concept of a world of peace for the
21st century the following humanistic values provide the basic essentials.
This paper will further throw light on how the secular, pluralistic, democratic, accommodative
and global humanistic values of man can act as prospective mantra for the peaceful co- existence
of the human race at large in today’s materialistic world.
Namrata Pal Chowdhury is a Student at the University of Calcutta, India

Another Face of Puritan Islam:
Muhammadiyah and Radicalism among Youth in Indonesia
Pradana Boy Zulian
The relationship of Muhammadiyah and radicalism has been both
exaggerated or denied by a number of observers and Muhammadiyah’s
inner circle respectively. In light of these two opposing views, this
research seeks to investigate connections, possible links, and the types of
relationships between Muhammadiyah and radicalism among youth in
Indonesia. It assesses and compares Muhammadiyah’s religious doctrines
with those of radical Islam.
The paper confirms certain intersections between Muhammadiyah and radical Islam doctrines.
Based on the case of radical Islamic movements in Lamongan, East Java, this research finds that
the radical doctrinal intersections do not automatically transform into radicalism in
Muhammadiyah milieu, but they have developed and advanced outside Muhammadiyah to form
what is known as an “elementary relationship”. When this radical potential developed, those
radicalised activists subsequently separated from Muhammadiyah to join more radical Islamic
groups. This stage is called “separation”. However, having been fully transformed into radicals,
some of these activists returned to Muhammadiyah, not to rejoin the organization, but to correct
Muhammadiyah’s religious doctrine that they percive as false, and at the same time persuade
Muhammadiyah’s youth to join radical Islamic fronts. This type of relationship is termed
“return-for-salvation”. Furthermore, this paper also reveals that Muhammadiyah youth,
especially those who are involved in Muhammadiyah autonomous organizations, do not show
radical tendencies, although some of them are sympathetic to radical Islamic agendas.
Pradana Boy Zulian is a PhD Candidate at the National University of Singapore, Singapore
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Intellectual Migration Hampers Development of Knowledge: Unfinished
Movement Regarding Unified Science - Experiences from South Asian
Nations
S. M. Humayun Kabir
On the rise of German nationalism, a decade before World War II, the great movement for a
unified science became disordered. Most of the people in that movement, that is the Berlin
Circle and later the Vienna Circle, migrated to the USA and the UK. Some of them engaged
themselves in teaching at universities and some remained unemployed simply because of their
politico-religious views in their personal lives. The team leader, Professor Dr. Moritz Schlick of
Vienna University stayed in Vienna and was shot dead by one of his former students, Johann
Nelböck in 1936. In consequence a nationalist political idea destabilized the science movement.
This short paper will show how the migration of scholars affected a great movement in the
history of the development of world philosophy and the vision of science. We can remember the
above lesson and apply that to our current situation where many bright young people from
South Asian nations are bound to leave their own countries because of an unwelcoming
atmosphere. We need to stop this “brain drain” and I will argue in this paper why I claim this to
be the case and will suggest some ways to stop this to the benefit of us all.
S.M. Humayun Kabir is a PhD Student at the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

Labor Migration to South Korea: Policies and Problems
Sarah Hasan
Labor migrations revolve around push and pull factors between the labor
sending and labor receiving countries. With industrialization and capitalism,
labor migration has increased many folds which led to not just economic but
political, social and cultural problems. The reasons behind the increase in
labor migration in South Korea (hereinafter Korea) include rapid
industrialization and demographic features. The fast changing economic and
political policy shifts associated with the transnational flow of workers
across borders are getting more complicated over time. In the Korean context, importing foreign
labor is a relatively new phenomenon with a history of about two decades. Thus I have focused
on the changing world of work and workers as well as the politics and policies for people
employed at the bottom rungs of the labor market.
The growing demand for cheap labor led the government to adopt statutes to bring in foreign
labor and to regulate the influx of migrant workers to the country but even though the policies
and policy reforms have been in place there has been a steady increase in illegal migrant
workers in the country.
This paper will examine the labor migration policy of Korea for importing unskilled migrant
workers during the four Korean government administrations of Kim Young-sam, Kim Dae-jung,
Roh Moo-hyun and Lee, Myung-bak. Particular focus will be on the Employment Permit System
since its promulgation in 2003. I contend that these policies have various deficiencies which
have resulted in an increase in the number of illegal migrant workers. This paper will explain
why despite increased legislative reforms in the field of labor and immigration, there are
problems in managing migrant workers.
Sarah Hasan is a Student (PhD Candidate) at the Graduate School of Korean Studies,
Academy of Korean Studies, South Korea
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Distressed Migration and Human Trafficking: A Study in the Border Villages
of West Bengal
Sovan Chakraborty
Human migration is the physical movement by humans from one area to
another, sometimes over long distances or in large groups. The movement of
populations in modern times has continued under the form of both
voluntary migration within one's region, country, or beyond, and
involuntary migration (which includes the slave trade, traffic in human
beings and ethnic cleansing). Forced migration or distressed migration has
been a means of social control under authoritarian regimes; yet free
initiative migration is a powerful factor in social adjustment and the growth of urban
populations. Trafficking is a lucrative industry that is now the fastest growing criminal industry
in the world. Globally it is tied with the illegal arms trade as the second largest criminal activity
following the drug trade. Human trafficking is the illegal trade in human beings for the purposes
of commercial sexual exploitation or forced labor: a modern-day form of slavery. The concept of
human trafficking refers to the criminal practice of exploiting human beings by treating them

like commodities for profit. Even after being trafficked victims are subjected to long-term
exploitation.
This article is an attempt to study the anthropological and human rights perspectives of
distressed migration, human migration and human trafficking in some villages in the border
area of Nadia district of West Bengal in India.
Sovan Chakraborty is a Research Student for the Centre for Alternative Research in
Development, India

Xenophobia, Religion, Culture & Human
Spirituality
Xenophobia, Racism, Intolerance and Discrimination
Prakash Chhetri
The perpetual violence and hatred that prevails all over the world has had a
deep impact in the unseen future with mental, spiritual, physical, economic
and developmental aspects of society being shaken at the core. Prejudiced
attitudes play a major role in all violent activities; remonstration, which is
obvious, adds fuel to the fire of violence and hatred continues unabated.
Inequitable political, economic, cultural and social conditions can breed and
foster racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
exacerbates the inequity. Globalization has also brought about a drastic change in the
perceptions of people; intolerant and discriminatory feelings have crept into the conscience of
humanity. This paper will look at the definitions of xenophobia, racism, intolerance and
discrimination; will provide practical examples of when they are perpetuated in society, the
causes, and the effects and how they can be addressed. In order to overcome such hatred felt in
the world today such negative feelings must be completely over powered by feelings of
harmony, peace, understanding and compassion. By incorporating such feelings and ideas,
society can be relieved of the burden of hatred and restlessness.
Prakash Chhetri is a Program Co-ordinator at Volunteers'Organisation of North East (VONE), India
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Shrinking Space of Religious Minorities & Expanding Globalization
Farha Iman
Every day in newspapers, we see news about violence, brutality, and the
discrimination of religious minorities by religious majorities and or the state;
especially in South Asia as its long cherished ‘diversity’ has turned into a
curse.

New religious trends are emerging across the world and religion is changing as a part of cultural
globalization both positively and negatively. On one hand, there are global religious movements
like the World Conference of Religions for Peace, United World Religions, and Parliament of
Religions etc. On the other hand, a new politics has emerged that is ‘politics of religious identity
and reaction’.
This paper will address however that no matter how acute the problem is, it can be solved if
there is a will. There are some key points that must be addressed to tackle the problem of
shrinking space for minorities: Recognize that there is discrimination against religious
minorities. Sensitize political leaders, experts, media and citizens about the existing problem
and how it negatively effects the overall development of a country. Try to minimize and control
the influence of globalized deceptive thinking. Equal and fair representation of minorities in
decision making processes at every level. Promote dialogue among different communities at
every level to express and explore each other. Examine together how all the communities can
live together? Overall, this problem cannot be resolved by one or two countries as it is now a
global issue and it must be addressed on a global scale.
Farha Iman is a Communication Officer at Social Watch India, India
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The Identity of Traditional Culture in the Rites of Passage of Marriage of
the Trieu Chau’s Chinese in South Vietnam
Dr. Nguyen Cong Hoan
The Trieu Chau’s Chinese in South Vietnam still reserve values and the
identity of traditional culture and pass it from generation to generation;
this is whether they live in rural or urban areas. The rites of passage in
marriage of the Trieu Chau’s Chinese also has many customs, traditions,
and traditional rituals on the role, position, responsibilities, obligations,
and the right of being the main beneficiary at a funeral. Although there
have been some changes due to the impact of the economy, society,
education, and the exchange and acculturation culture with other ethnic groups. The concept of
the soul as Confucianism and the filial piety-worship of ancestors is a popular belief for the
Trieu Chau’s Chinese in particular and the Chinese community in general.
Results show that the rites of passage in marriage is influenced by the changing role, position,
duties, responsibilities, rights and legal status of the main beneficiaries (of the ceremony) and
also demonstrated the situation before - in - the threshold in each ritual, to contribute to the
culturally expected characteristic Trieu Chau’ people (Chinese) in particular and of Chinese
culture in general in the South of Vietnam.
This paper will look at how the traditional cultural values of the Trieu Chau’s Chinese in South
Vietnam are expressed through a number of significant social, cultural and personnel variables.
Currently, in the process of integration and sustainable development between economy, culture
and education with other ethnic groups such as: Việ t (Kinh), Khmer, Cham who live in the same
community in South Vietnam, the Trieu Chau’s Chinese still retain their traditional cultural
values through the rites of passage in marriage.
Dr. Hoan Nguyen Cong is a Lecturer at the University of Finance in Marketing, Vietnam

Khasi Humor: A Study
Macdonald L. Ryntathiang
Humor is an important essence in the social life of people. In the context of
Khasi humor, there seems to be little in cartoons and the written word that
portrays humor. However a lot of humor can be found in the spoken
language; in its oral form. In the Khasi language the definition of humor has
not been defined to a single term, but is roughly known as ‘biria’, ‘danda’,
‘ phulia’, and ‘sammut’; which can be classified as levels of humor.
This paper will look at how Khasi humor has evolved because today it has found its place in
cinema and radio. The stereotype of humor which was popular before only in social gatherings
and in stage performances has now been transformed. For instance, a humor organization
known as Ka Seng Biria U Khasi, performed satirical dramas on stages previously but they have
now evolved to to showcasing it in the form of media and television. The paper will also try to
understand the role of the ‘U damdaar’ in the Ka Shad Lakympong festival of the Bhoi Khasi.
Macdonald L. Ryntathiang is a Research Scholar at the Department of Cultural & Creative
Studies, North Eastern Hill University, India
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Manuscripts and Acculturation of Humanistic Values in Indonesia
Lalu Muhammad Ariadi
The syncronization of humanistic values with socio-cultural domains in the
world is marked by the increasing number of humanistic textual works
(writings) in manuscripts, not only on palm leaves, but also on leather and
pieces of paper. It was through these mediums that humanistic values spread
across the world as constructive and peaceful views, and amongst the many
countries where humanistic values have spread, Indonesia can be included.
In Indonesia, the scripts which were used to write Islamic texts were Java and Kawi. The Java
script was the result of acculturation between Arabic and Malay scripts meanwhile, the Kawi
script was a mixture of Sansekerta and Javanese scripts. One of the several regions that were
influenced by these two kinds of scripts is Lombok, the province of West Nusa Tenggara.
Being a region in which many manuscripts of these scripts are found, Lombok preserves
treasures of manuscripts with distinctive characteristics. One of the obvious characteristics is in
the contents of the manuscripts which mostly cover the ethics of tolerance, and, at the same
time, the symbolization of Justice in Arts as the way to view humanistic values. This paper will
highlight that these manuscripts in turn have successfully constructed a culture which is
cohering to a great extent with many humanistic values; this culture is called “Berajah Jari
Manusia.”
Lalu Muhammad Ariadi is a Lecturer at the Islamic Institute of Hamzanwadi, Indonesia

Maqasid al-Shariah: Global Ethics and Universal Principles of Human
Responsibilities and Rights from an Islamic Perspective
Anwa Koma
One of the common challenges for Muslims in the West and Muslims in
Thailand is how local cultures, be they Western or Thai, and Islamic values
can be convergent in conception as well as in practice. For Muslims, the
identity constraint is primarily constructed from religious interpretations
(Fiqh) which are used to cope with changing contexts. Some
interpretations of Islamic teaching go to the extreme end of an identity
spectrum and limit themselves to merely religious identity, disregarding
political, social, economic and cultural dimensions. On the other side, some go to the other
extreme and liberate themselves from religious identity, regarding religious values as a source
of conflict.
This study attempts to explore a balanced conception of Islam and its principles in dealing with
contemporary challenges for Muslim minorities. To this end, the paper will demonstrate
Maqasid al-Shariah as global ethics and universal principles of human responsibilities and rights
in responding to the contemporary questions and challenges in the light of the interests of
humanity (maslahah). The paper will also take the armed conflict in Southern Thailand as a case
study to demonstrate how Maqasid al-Shariah can play an intellectual role in an academic
discourse. It is argued that Islam is not a culture, but rather a source of the diverse Muslim
cultures that appreciate not only religious force, but also political, social, economic, and cultural
diversity. Thus, being Muslim in non-Muslim countries provides no less duty to engage in
national identity and development than being Muslim in Muslim countries. Scholars of Maqasid
al-Shariah have provided very strong grounds to support human development and rights in the
21st century, which may help one understand how Islamic values, globalization, and local culture
can be convergent for the sake of the interests of humanity.
Anwa Koma is a Graduate Student of the Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies, Hamad bin
Khalifa Univeristy, Qatar
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Religious Roots of Non-Violent Struggles for Social-political Change
Erkinbek Kamalov
He who has a Why to live for can bear almost any How
Nietzsche
Despite some predictions in the last century that an importance of religion
in people’s lives will be declined, proved false. Instead, a religion has been
transformed into the important ingredient, if not core base, of people’s
struggles for social-political change within various societies. This article
examines, firstly, how great leaders such as Jimmy Carter, Martin Luther
King etc., utilized resources from their religious traditions in applying nonviolence (philosophy, method and strategy) in their struggle against
violence at the local, national and international levels. Secondly, this article explores how and
why did historical and contemporary non-violent movements, by adopting inclusive
approaches, gain broader public support in the form of majority and active members than those
parties who used an exclusive approach and violent ways in their struggle.

The article is based on the results of interviews and empirical findings as well as, secondary
data of my research project which was implemented in USA from 3 to 21 of December 2012.
Erkinbek Kamalov is a PhD Student in the Dept. of Peace Studies, Payap University,
Thailand
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The Externalities of Islamic Aid to the Cham People of Cambodia
Betti Rosita Sari
It has been widely reported that Cham communities have settled in many
different countries, such as Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand to
mention a few. In Cambodia, the Cham people have been recognized as
being a minority group, who are mostly adherents of Islam. Instead of
linking with Vietnam, as their place of origin, they have currently
established networking outside Cambodia within areas of the Muslim world
such as Malaysia, Indonesia, Southern Thailand and various Middle Eastern
countries. International networking continues to be an important phenomenon in the present
day lives of the Cham of Cambodia. The main objective of this paper is to examine the
transnational Islamic movement in present day Cambodia. Specifically, it aims to focus on how
the transnational network between the Cham people and the Islamic world has been established
and its effect on the Cham in the country. The paper also discusses how Islamic NGOs have
affected the Muslims in contemporary Cambodian polity, in terms of socio economics, religion,
culture and tradition.
From an investigation of the transnational Islamic movement in Cambodia, it is clear that
Islamic aid represents a significant connection to international power, prestige, wealth and
influence in the Muslim world. However, for many Cambodian Muslims, an important additional
significance of the aid is that it represents recognition of the existence of the Cambodian Muslim
minority by the world Islamic community. Since the Muslims of Cambodia have suffered
grievously and their community needs rehabilitation, many Cham express the hope that this
Islamic aid might accelerate prosperity and generate a greater sense of unity among Cambodian
Muslims, although it is apparent that international Islamic influences may have some divisive
effects as well.
Betti Rosita Sari is a Researcher at the Research Center for Regional Resources – South
East Division, Indonesia Institute of Sciences, Indonesia
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Reconstructing Islamic Law on Anti-terrorism as a Prevention of
Radicalism at Buntet Cirebon Islamic Boarding School Following the
‘Cirebon Bombing’
Arief Aulia Rachman
This study examines the efforts made by Cirebon Buntet Islamic boarding
school in preventing religious radicalism through the reconstruction of
Islamic law. The activity intensified after a suicide bombing in Cirebon on

April 15, 2011. The suicide bombing arose as a result of errors in understanding the meaning of
jihad. Therefore, I am very interested in studying two important things that have been
undertaken by these Islamic scholars: first, how the concept of Islamic law on anti-terrorism
was developed by Buntet Cirebon Islamic boarding school after Cirebon bombing? Second, how
the influence of Islamic law on anti-terrorism affected the dynamics of religion after Cirebon
bombing? To analyze, I used the Syahrur’s theory of hudûd (limit). This theory includes: the
maximum limit (al-hadd al-a‘lâ) and minimum limit (al-hadd al-adnâ) in determining jihad’s
conception. Using a qualitative approach, I describe the view of kiai, ustadz/ustadzah, and santri
toward Islamic law on anti-terrorism.
The findings of this research are: firstly, the kiai have been able to develop Islamic law on antiterrorism. For example, they have managed to formulate a new meaning of jihad: a) Defending
Islam when attacked by an enemy or in a state of war is not in a state of peace, b) to combat is
kafir harbî (infidels who fight Islam) is not kafir dhimmî (infidels who make peace with Islam),
c) is in Islam or pagan countries. Secondly, the kiai promote new formulation of Islamic law to
the Muslim community so that they understand more about the meaning of true jihad.
Arief Aulia Rachman is a Lecturer at the Graduate School of Syarif Hidayatullah State
Islamic University, Indonesia

Ethnicity, Human Rights & Peace Building
How to Protect the Rights of the Stateless Rohingya People in Myanmar?
Silvia Di Gaetano
Western Myanmar is populated by Buddhist Rakhine and Muslim Rohingya
people. On May 28, a Buddhist Rakhine woman was allegedly raped and killed
by three Muslim Rohingya men. Consequently, on June 3rd, a group of Rakhine
villagers assaulted a bus and killed 10 Muslims on board. Since June 2012,
deadly sectarian violence erupted in the Rakhine State between the two ethnic
groups, with an escalation of violence in October, leaving 800,000 stateless
Rohingyas in the hands of the international community.
The Government of Myanmar has long denied Rohingyas the right to obtain citizenship. Apart
from limitations on the right to vote, many human rights violations have marked the life of the
Rohingyas, such as limitations on freedom of movement, access to education, access to
employment, and access to health and justice. Who are the Rohingyas? Why are they considered
stateless? How to protect their rights and address the Myanmar discriminatory nationality law?
This paper aims at developing an understanding of the legal, political and social context in
which the violence is taking place in order to advocate for the rights of the Rohingya people to
be recognized as citizens of Myanmar and enjoy human rights. A thorough analysis of the
relevant international, regional and national legal instruments will be carried out, together with
a review of the literature from NGOs, scholars and related UN databases.
Silvia Di Gaetano is a Student at the Sant’ Anna School of Advanced Studies, Pisa, Italy

Challenges of Peace-Building in North East India
Dr. Shukhdeba Sharma Hanjabam
Manipur is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious state in the North East. Three
major ethnic groups such as the Meiteis, Nagas and the Kukis are into
political (often armed) movements for separate politico-legal
arrangements from the Indian State. In the case of the Meiteis (although
there are different armed opposition groups in the valley, for the purpose
of the study they have been generalized as one) its political demand is
articulated under the integrity of Manipur nevertheless it is a case of
sovereignty and independence from the Indian State. In the case of the Nagas, after entering into
a political dialogue with the Government of India, it has scaled down from its earlier demand of
sovereignty and a Greater Nagaland to that of a separate alternative political arrangement only
for the Nagas of Manipur outside the Government of Manipur. Unwittingly, it has agreed to
settle the Naga issue within the framework of the Constitution of India albeit without giving up
arms.In the case of the Kukis, it is a case of demand for statehood for the Kuki ethnic group
(supposedly representing the Chin-Kuki-Mizo tribes of Manipur) and equally backed by armed
groups. In the face of such contradictory envisioning of political spaces, what is at stake is the
historical and civilizational position of Manipur. Furthermore, the approach of the Indian State
to address ethnic-centric demands and bring about peace is highly questionable.
With this background, the paper attempts to highlight the problem of peace building in the
North East of India in general and Manipur in particular.
Dr. Shukhdeba Sharma Hanjabam is an Assistant Profossor in the Dept. of Social Work at
the Indira Gandhi National Tribal University Regional Campus, India
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Peace Building Model in Diverse Conflict Lines
Charlita Andales-Escano
In Mindanao, the second biggest island in the Philippines, peace and security
conditions in some areas are very fragile due to varied conflict drivers and
conflict lines. The people in these areas have been suffering from a longlasting conflict that involved stakeholders from local to national levels with
historically complex causes of conflicts.
This study was conducted to develop a Peace Building Model for Mindanao.
It employed qualitative methods of research particularly focus group discussions, key informant
interviews, metasynthesis and multiple case narratives. The study revealed that many conflict
affected and vulnerable communities in the coverage area have dysfunctional and/or weak local
government units. These areas have persistent poor or lack of access to basic social services as
evident by their low human development index, high poverty incidence, and persistent volatile
peace and security conditions. It revealed the importance of social cohesion as an element for
peace building, while the provision of basic social services served as avenue for LGUs to
improve their governance capacity. Moreover, community economic development initiatives
helped propel towards a more cohesive community and enhanced capacities of actors in
providing support services and enabling policies. Conflict management capacities of LGUs were

found critical in sustaining peace and security. Good governance in conflict context, however,
served as the nexus that interlinked the peace building strands.
This paper will outline that a quadrangulation of findings showed that the Peace Building Model
for Mindanao, the popular war torn place in the Philippines, consists of four strands, namely:
Social Cohesion, Basic Social Services, Community Economic Development, and Conflict
Management. These strands of peace building are anchored on Good Governance as the explicit
strategy for success. Yet, sustainable peace through any combinations of the identified strands
of peace building in conflict context is not necessarily secured in the long term unless securely
tied with Good Governance.
Charlita Andales-Escano is a Development Advocate at the Mindanao Development
Authority, Philippines
______________________________________________________________________

Emotional Governance as a Challenge for Peace Building in Multi-ethnic,
Multi-Religious States: Sri Lankan Case
Supipi Jayawardena Jayakody
It is believed that any government in general is involved in policy making
and adopting good governance principles (based on seven attributes of
good governance) to satisfy rational choices of its citizenry. However, this
paper will argue that in a context where a state is experiencing these new
type of conflicts based on culture, religion, ethnicity or race, where cultural
identity is mobilized more by political interests than as a social datum and
where social mobilizations are politically motivated around racial, religious
or ethnic identity for the purpose of claiming power; deviates from rationale actions and adopts
slander approaches that constitute emotional governance practices more strategically
(Richards, 2007:5). Emotional governance therefore for the purpose of this study is identified as
a deliberate and sophisticated attention through mass-mediated communications to the
emotional dynamics of the general public by the politicians to gain petty objectives against
another race, ethnicity, religion or culture.
Ethno-political conflict in Sri Lanka is a consequence due to a lack of political consensus on the
structure of the state since independence (De Silva, 2001: 437-469). The many phases of a
conflict will be taken as the case study to test the above context of emotional governance in
multi-ethnic and multi-religious states that face ‘new wars’. In that regard, the most crucial
period of the Sri Lankan conflict of 2006 to 2009 will be analyzed in detail in order to
understand how Journalism and Politics have been used as emotional labour in governance
during the conflict in general and the last phase of the war in particular. As a result whether
emotional governance can be identified a critical factor in intensifying the Sri Lankan war
during 2006 to 2009 against the LTTE and in the conflict at present, falsifying the rationalchoice making of the citizens in such conflict situations. Finally, it is understood that most ‘new
nations’ which experience political conflicts based on ethnicity, race, religion or culture tend to
be following the approach of emotional governance and consequence characterized by
incompetent, parochial; fragile and authoritarian governments that fail to satisfy basic human
needs of all the nationalities.
Supipi Jayawardena Jayakody is affiliated with the Sri Lanka One Text Initiative

Common Indicators Framework of Measuring Peace Outcomes: Strategy of
Harmonizing Peace and Development Initiatives in Mindanao
Co-authored by Rec E. Eguia (presenter) & Janet M. Lopoz
The primordial intention of this study is the development of a common
framework, strategy and approach to monitoring and evaluation of Peace
Outcomes in Mindanao. Specifically, the study aimed to identify contextsensitive indicators of measuring peace outcomes; and support government
and donor coordination in line with the Paris Declaration, promoting
harmonization and accountability in assistance for peace and development.
There were 3 stages undertaken in the conduct of this study. First, donors
portfolio, statistical reports of government agencies and relevant studies were reviewed to
extract indicators commonly used by national government and Official Development Assistance
in monitoring and evaluating peace initiatives whether operating “in conflict”, “on conflict”, and
“around conflict” in Mindanao. Second, the collected indicators were subjected to evaluation
using the criteria of relevance (clarity, rule driven, causally linked, pro-poor, cross-sector) and
robustness (unity, availability, accessibility, credibility, nationally owned, disaggregateability)
to reduce the number of indicators. Finally, these indicators were subjected to consultation and
validation from the multi-stakeholders of Mindanao to build constituency.
Findings revealed the distinctive set of indicators of measuring peace outcomes: (a) Peaceful
and inclusive negotiated settlement of armed conflicts between GPH and all rebel groups in
Mindanao achieved and successfully implemented; (b) Human security in Mindanao conflictaffected and vulnerable communities enhanced; (c) Mindanao peace constituency broadened
and peoples’ participation in the peace process strengthened; (d) Policy environment for
sustained peace, development and human security in Mindanao enhanced; (e) Structures and
institutions for sustained peace, development and human security in Mindanao strengthened;
and (f) Social cohesion and harmonious relationships strengthened within and among
communities and sectors.
Rec E. Eguia is an Assistant Professor at University of Southeastern Philippines, College of
Governance and Business
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Towards Peace and Reconciliation:
Case Studies of Peace Museums in Japan and the Philippines
Patporn Phoothong
To what extent can peace museums achieve the ultimate goal of peace
education? Examining peace museums in Japan and the Philippines, this
paper argues that if we are to consider peace museums in terms of body
politics, we find that they represent diverse and collective memories. The
existence of peace museums reflects the ability of different segments in
utilizing public space and getting involved in social and political activities. It
also reflects the societal generosity in offering the space for experiences, memories,
perspectives and demands. The exhibitions and activities in peace museums demonstrate their
role as a social and political space which is a key element that contributes towards the
emergence of peace.
Patporn Phoothong is Researcher for the Nippon Foundation, Japan

Peace Building as a Bottom-up Approach in Afghanistan
Mohammad Daud Omari
The Afghanistan conflict has many overlapping structures and root causes.
These include sources of insecurity affecting people and communities, a
large number of incoherent actors, and rapidly changing causal and
escalating dynamics, each of which presents challenges for the process of
peace building. Although the Afghan government created the High Peace
Council (HPC) in September 2010, we have not seen any progress to end
the still existing conflict in the country, because the peace dialogue is only
discussed among high-level parties, and because of interference by neighboring countries and
even sometimes by the international community. Also, the withdrawal of NATO troops coming
in 2014 heightens tensions and public doubts as well, because some people think that this could
possibly lead our society to a worse future.
Therefore, unfortunately, the public does not know the importance of their roles in the peace
making process. Therefore, this paper focuses on a bottom-up approach where the people
themselves can make peace if they understand and are engaged in their roles in this critical
process. The capacity of people to promote peace building initiatives is our basic and crucial
need. This paper will highlight grass-roots level capacity building programs, identifies the root
causes of the long standing conflict, clarifies some of the particular challenges that the Afghan
conflict presents, and offers specific recommendations. We believe that, without a public
commitment and capacity building, long-term peace is not possible.
Mohammad Daud Omari is a Senior Technical Advisor on Anti-corruption, MSI,
Afghanistan
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Local Governance: An Approach to Peace Building from Below: A Case Study
from Nepal
Mr. Dirgha Raj Sigdel &
Mr. Bikal Shrestha
Peace doesn’t come involuntarily, neither does
conflict. Though conflict and peace are a cyclic system,
it has a large impact on human civilization, which
mostly depends on the period of transition from
conflict to peace. In the aftermath of conflict,
concentration should be given to making peace,
keeping peace and building peace; but the question
arises, is that enough? For positive peace as Galtung says, of course not. This is peace, as a
synonym for all other good things in the world community, particularly cooperation and
integration between human groups, with less emphasis on the absence of violence. We shall
refer to it as positive peace (Galtung, 1967: 12). Capacity building, which can bring economic
independence, minimizes disparity, promotes social inclusion, equality and equity could be a
good option to answer the question of what can promote peace in society.
This paper is based on the concept of peace building through capacity building. As an agent of
capacity and peace building, decentralized local government has been used as the study area.

Peace building can broadly be defined as practice by non-state actors utilizing various resources
to create amicable relationships with national, ethic, racial, religious and political and others to
build a social structure which is able to promote sustainable peace (Hiroshi, 2007: 7). With this
as a backdrop it would be interesting to see the state actor i.e. local government building peace
at the local level through capacity building programs as bottom-up approach. This paper also
attempts to identify the problems to be faced by local government in building both peace and
capacity at the local level and highlights the byproducts of a decade long armed struggle.
Mr. Dirgha Raj Sigdel is a Research Associate at Ibaraki University, Nepal
Mr. Bikal Shrestha is a Research Associate at INHURED International, Nepal
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Protracted Refugee Status and the Threat to Security: The Case of the
Rohingya in Bangladesh
Mahbubul Haque
The Rohingya, an ethnic Muslim minority people in Western Myanmar, have
been denied their nationality under the 1982 Citizenship Law of Myanmar
and as a result of this ‘statelessness’ in Myanmar, many Rohingya have fled
into neighboring Bangladesh. The Rohingya are one of the protracted
displaced peoples in the world and have created a security concern for
Bangladesh. Their long presence along the Bangladesh - Myanmar border
has created a security threat for themselves and their chosen country of
asylum. The refugees, being mostly stateless, are denied access to a number of rights contained
in the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.
The present government claims that their long-term presence has created a catastrophic
situation for local communities but at the same time, displaced Rohingya are living in subhuman conditions and growing up without an identity. Still, long-term displaced Rohingya are
not incorporated into the agenda of policy makers or peace and security scholars. This paper
aims to discuss their plight and the risks posed from both traditional and non-traditional
security points of view and to highlight the circumstances that have led to these security risks;
both real and perceived.
Mahbubul Haque is a PhD Researcher at the Institute of Human Rights & Peace Studies,
Mahidol University, Thailand
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Forest Rights & Indigenous People of Purulia, West Bengal, India
Atrayee Banerjee
A tribal economy should always be characterized by the collection of their
social, institutional, technological and finally economic arrangements
through which the community seeks to enhance their material and social
well-being. This paper analyzes the violation of forest rights in the tribal
areas of Purulia; the focus being on the causes and the processes that lead to
such a violation. The reason behind selecting Purulia is primarily due to the
fact that Purulia is the most backward district of West Bengal and has the

second highest concentration of indigenous population in the state. The indigenous community
living in and around the forest area is not at all aware of the Forest Rights Act, 2006 which
ensures the rights of the forest-dwelling communities over land and other resources and no
initiative has been taken to make them aware of their rights.
This paper seeks to assess the factors behind this lack of awareness and undertakes an analysis
of indigenous and tribal people’s rights at the international, national and state level. There shall
be an endeavor to relate the tribal people’s basic rights to human rights discourse with the
study being both explorative and analytical. Through the analysis of primary and secondary
data and also of the history of the forest rights acts in the district the violation of rights will be
documented. Since little work has been carried out in this part of Purulia in understanding the
violation of the forest rights of tribal’s, this work will throw much light on this issue and help in
initiating policies that will benefit the indigenous people. The study suggests that realization of
the forest rights of the indigenous community will remain unsuccessful if initiatives are not
taken to educate and raise awareness of the community about their rights. It is important for
the policy makers to realize that the indigenous community and the forest are closely interlinked and thus, a realization of forest rights is inherent for their development.
Atrayee Banerjee is a Human Rights Junior Research Fellow at the University of Calcutta,
India
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Perceptions about Peace and Conflict: Insights from Madrasa Graduates
based in Dhaka City, Bangladesh
Kazi Sameeo Sheesh
The objective of this study is to illustrate and analyze the phenomena of how
the Madrasa graduates perceive conflict and peace. This research follows a
qualitative approach applying in-depth interview tools. The Madrasa
graduates expressed that they were deprived in various ways, such as,
dispossession from freedom of choice, democratic rights and so on.
According to their view, there remain different stigmas against them in the
society which disparage and undermine their potentialities and humiliate
them to live with dignity in the society. Moreover, global politics often points them out as
terrorists and accuses them of severe criminal acts although they have not committed such acts.
These deprivations consist of Galtung’s concept of direct, structural and cultural violence and
these oppressions influence to construct their perceptions about peace and conflict.
This paper views that the rejection of socio-economic, political, and educational rights of the
Madrasa graduates forced them to feel alienated. I also believe that an embedded belief that
“The World is against them” has occurred. This sense of alienation and deprivation can tempt
them to be angry against the social norms, state policy and international politics. Madrasa
education in Bangladesh is not a static one as historical evolution of this system shows that it
has been reformed overtime because of various societal pressures. This historical evolution
bolsters the hope that there still remains scope for reformation. Therefore, instead of producing
and jolting the hostile relation to reinforce the sense of separation and inflaming the anger of
the Madrasa graduates, initiatives to integrate them into society with respect, dignity and value
would be helpful for shaping their perceptions about peace and conflict in expected manner.
Kazi Sameeo Sheesh is a Lecturer at the Institute of Educational Development – BRAC
University, Bangladesh

Promoting Dialogue & Advocating Equality: The Papua Peace Network is
Transforming the West Papua Conflict
Nino Viartasiwi
Civilian efforts to transform hostile situations in a conflict setting are
common in many conflicted areas. However, the level of the arena and the
scale of its scope differ, which depends on the actors involved in the actions.
Moreover, since every conflict is unique, the transformation process is also
distinctive. This paper analyzes the conflict transformation process in the
West Papua conflict conducted by the Papua Peace Network (JDP; Jaringan
Damai Papua). The Papua Peace Network is a network of individuals which
consists of peace activists, religious leaders, youth, academics, and prominent figures. This
paper tries to assess the challenges and opportunities for a peaceful transformation in an ongoing conflict. The core of conflict transformation is mediation and dialogue. The study analyzes
the civilian efforts in promoting dialogue and mediation within an environment of suspicion.
Given that the West Papua conflict is a multifaceted conflict, in which the conflicted actors are
both linked and against each other at the same time, the study finds the Papua Peace Network is
facing the burden of networking the interests of the actors. The work proposes the Papua Peace
Network to detach itself from the mediation process and to request a mediator who does not
have a conflict of interest with parties involved.
Nino Viartasiwi is a PhD Student at the Graduate School of International Relations,
Ritsumeikan University, Japan

Education & Development
Aligarh Model of Child Survival through Supportive Supervision:
Impacts and Implications for Future Health Scenarios
Dr. Umam Farooq
India in general and Uttar Pradesh (UP) in particular is lagging behind in
Maternal and Child Health indices. Inadequate infrastructure, health
human resources and most importantly a lack of supportive supervision of
health workers crucially contribute towards low health indicators. The
condition of maternal health in Aligarh is far from satisfactory. 58.8% of
mothers are unable to access health care centers for Ante Natal Care (ANC)
with only 32.5% of pregnant women receiving ANC and only 9.7%
receiving full ANC. Institutional delivery in Aligarh is 15.4% and 40.3% of women are able to
safely deliver; all these figures influence the survival of children.
The Aligarh Model aims to provide supportive supervision and to ultimately improve the U.P.
government workers’ performance through capacity building of all Accredited Social Health
Activists/Auxiliary Nurse Midwives of the district. This is particularly so in rural areas as per
the Integrated Management of Neo-natal Childhood Illnesses Program of the WHO and Home
Based Maternal and New Born Care which calls for the crucial period of post delivery up to 42

days and beyond. This is important to ensure improvement in maternal and child health without
which no development is possible. The performance enhancement of health workers is crucial
for achieving desired health standards.
This study attempts to reflect the feasibility of the Aligarh Model of Supportive Supervision for
replication in other districts and provinces as well as in making a cross national appeal
depending on the local conditions of adoption to achieve the most wanted health and
development goals. In this context, the Aligarh Model has achieved (supported by field data)
enhanced performance of health workers and success in activating government supervisory
cadre which was quiescent for revamping and refurbishing the vision of development, peace
and prosperity through upgrading health services at the community level.
Dr. Uman Farooq is a District Project Coordinator at the Dept. Sociology & Social Work,
Aligarh University, India
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Contesting Religious Discourses:
Muslim Women in Indonesia’s Pesantren
Khariroh Ali
Pesantren institutions have long been perceived as male-dominated, a
place where misogynist Islamic beliefs and practices are nurtured. The
pesantren textbooks, the so-called kitab kuning, have been cited as being a
source of gender-biased interpretation within the pesantren community.
Modern scholars, such as Djajadiningrat (1908), Geertz (1960), Samson
(1968), and Noer (1973), have tended to see pesantren as backward and
conservative institutions. The involvement of some pesantren alumni with
terrorist activities, such as the 2002 bombing in Kuta, Bali, has created another stereotype of
pesantren as supporters of Islamic radicalism and violence. Indonesia’s pesantren have been
increasingly described as fostering radicalism and violent militancy.
Carrying such stereotypical baggage, how do pesantren make a contribution to the advocacy of
gender equality in the Islamic community? It might sound counterintuitive to ask that question,
however, over the last ten years, pesantren education has been undergoing reform led by a
group of Islamic “feminists” (both male and female). The emergence of a gender movement in
pesantren has led to an intensive dialogue about Islam, culture and modernization within the
pesantren community. It has also challenged strong traditions since both patriarchal culture and
Islamic patriarchal interpretations have shaped social relations and education in pesantren. The
image of pesantren as backward, conservative and anti-modernist institutions is due to the
ignorance of this reform movement. Due to rapid modernization, women in pesantren have
been struggling to negotiate their gender role in society, while at the same time maintaining
Islamic tradition as the primary basis for everyday life.
This paper will explore gender movement in the pesantren community and will investigate the
following questions: When, and how, did women in the pesantren community become involved
in the gender movement in Indonesia? How do factors such as culture, religion, ethnicity,
language, and politics shape their gender perspectives? What is their stance amidst national and
international gender movements? What are some contributions of the gender movement in
pesantren in the development of gender education and democracy in Indonesia?
Khariroh Ali is a Researcher at the Fatayat Nahdhatul Ulama, Indonesia

Knowledge Management Preference Scale of Stakeholders in Conflict
Sensitive Areas in Mindanao
Dr. Maychelle M. Nugas & Rec E. Eguia
This study aims to develop the knowledge management preference scale of
stakeholders in conflict affected areas in Mindanao. Survey research design
was used in this study with Univariate and multivariate statistics utilized in
describing the profile of the respondents; exploratory factor analysis (EFA)
in determining the constructs of KM Preference; and modeling of the
indicators using confirmatory factor analysis (CFA).
Findings showed that the top five most preferred types of information were: Environment and
Climate Change; Economic Growth and Development; Disaster Reduction; Peace and
Development; Agriculture and “barangay” data. Evidence shows that stakeholders in Mindanao
prefer the following attributes of KM resources: accuracy, credibility, utility, accessibility,
responsiveness, appropriateness, context sensitive, and timeliness.
Furthermore, it is recommended that the Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) should
create a program mechanism on KM in order to gather and integrate into the system the
information from the community, barangay and municipal levels. There is also a need to
capacitate the Management of Information Resources of local leaders. Establishment of KM
units in strategic areas in Mindanao should also be carried out to facilitate information exchange
in the peace development process. The provision of quality information and policies on
management of information resources should be in place and implemented. KM personnel
should continue to strengthen their capacity building and promote an environment and culture
conducive to knowledge creation, sharing, and innovation. Lastly, harmonization in monitoring
and evaluation systems with other agencies must be implemented to improve effectiveness in
the monitoring and evaluation of peace and development initiatives in Mindanao.
Dr. Maychelle M. Nugas is a Professor at the University of South Eastern Philippines,
Philippines
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Engendering Security in Changing Livelihoods:
The Case of the Talang Mamak People
Ria Permana Sari
The development and globalization process has had inevitable change on the
nation state, including the indigenous people (adat community). The
development and capital penetration through market systems which is
reflected by palm oil plantations, rubber plantations, natural resource
exploitation and also the transmigration program influence the community,
especially those who lives are dependent on nature. Regarding the case of
indigenous people, it is not only the fact that they are dependent on the
natural environment for their livelihoods, but also their position as a minority group which
inevitably leads to discrimination and marginalization. This study will examine the nexus of the
changing livelihood due to the development process and the insecurity of the indigenous people
with an emphasis on gender.

It is argued that the development and globalization process which is reflected through the
expansion of palm oil companies, forest concession rights, mining activities and transmigration
programs, has had significant impacts on the Talang Mamak Riau province in Indonesia. This
research will use the broad definition of ‘human security’ which is not only about survival, wellbeing and freedom but also the broader issue of human rights.
Ria Permana Sari is a Master’s Student of Gender & Development Studies at the Asian
Institute of Technology, Thailand
______________________________________________________________________________

Right to Education: Problems & Prospects of Educational Development of
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe
Madhurima Chowdhury
Education seeks to unfold the latent qualities of a person, thereby giving full
development to the individual. As such, it has been described as the act or
art of developing and/or cultivating the various physical, intellectual,
aesthetic and moral faculties of the individual. ‘Education as a Human Right’
states that all persons, regardless of sex, nationality or ethnic origin and
economic, social and cultural considerations should receive a systematic
and high quality education. This paper analyzes the discrimination in the
education of the scheduled caste (SC) and scheduled tribe (ST) population of North 24 parganas
of West Bengal. The main focus for selecting this particular region is that it is the one area
where SC, ST and two government schools can be found under the same panchayat of
Gopalnagar I of Bangaon subdivision.
The present study includes development of primary data and qualitative analyses of the data
and also brings into focus the level of awareness of rights among the SC and ST. Since not much
work has been carried out in the Bangaon region on educational rights it will further
concentrate on focusing awareness among the ST and SC. The study suggests that if not taken
care of at first hand one section of society might remain in the darkness of illiteracy since
developmental assistance has been and is usually sporadic, truncated and inadequate. Indian
governance at the Central as well as State level has not, until now, addressed itself totally,
comprehensively and consistently to measures which would bring economic freedom,
educational equality and true equality of opportunities to SCs and STs in an integrated and
comprehensive manner.
Madhurima Chowdhury is a Human Rights Senior Research Fellow at the University of
Calcutta, India

Poverty and Health Based Exclusion in India:
A Comparative Study of Uttar Pradesh and Kerala with Special Reference to
Aligarh
Madhatullah Khan Sherwani
Good health is both the means and the end of development as a healthy
population is a prerequisite for economic growth. This growth can be
channeled to improve human lives through the provision of good
healthcare facilities.
This study is an attempt to study the prevailing health status and poverty of
Aligarh (City) and to compare Uttar Pradesh with Kerala (Provinces of
India). There is a large disparity in the same geographical boundary of India in terms of
development with the health indicators of Kerala matching the United States of America
whereas Uttar Pradesh stands with Sub-Saharan African countries. In this study emphasis is
given on the relationship between health and poverty. Primary data was collected from the 19
wards of Aligarh city using a schedule, the analysis of which revealed that the health and
poverty have an inverse relationship - poor health brings poverty for a family. Health, acting like
a double-edged sword, attacks the economic condition of people in two ways. Firstly, sick
people are unable to earn for their family, putting a stop to their earnings and secondly, savings
of the family are drained due to covering treatment costs. Overall, health must be considered as
the prime dimension for the development and no section of the population should be excluded
from the mainstream due to a lack of accessibility of health resources.
Madhatullah Khan Sherwani is a Ward Assistant and is affiliated with the Dept. of
Sociology & Social Work, Aligarh Muslim University, India
______________________________________________________________________________

Can Zakat System Alleviate Rural Poverty in Bangladesh? A Propensity
Score Matching Approach
Kazi Sohag
Masjid Council as a faith-based development organization aptly argues that
zakat could be the best alternative to the conventional poverty reduction
approaches. The organization implemented a project entitled Hasana on an
experimental basis. While the principal goal of the project is to create
livelihood opportunities for the targeted poor people through distributing
zakat and other services, it also contributes to the promotion of empathy and
cohesion in society through different awareness building and behavioral
change interventions. The prime objective of the study was to see to what extent zakat can
alleviate poverty. Propensity Score Matching (PSM) technique was used when assessing the
impact of zakat money on the total income and expenditure of households covered under the
study. The study found that zakat impacted significantly on both income and expenditure of the
beneficiaries and zakat based poverty alleviation intervention deserves to be given due
importance from an academic perspective.
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